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A Sample Letter to Sponsors or Mentors

Thank you for accepting the invitation to become a sponsor/mentor for a young person at (church name) who is considering being Confirmed in the coming year/s. He/she is now entering a new phase on their faith journey. As part of their Confirmation preparation, we are inviting them to get involved in some "Christian thinking" as they think about their lives, their values, their hopes, and their relationships with the meaningful people in their lives, while they examine the foundations of our faith.

The importance of a sponsor cannot be put too strongly. Confirmation is the mature decision of an individual to renew their baptismal vows and commit themselves as Christians to The Church. With Confirmation comes an adult role in the life of The Church. The sponsor is utilized as an adult within the Church who can guide the candidate by sharing his or her own Christian history and the feelings and learning's that have come out of that growth in the community. In this way, the Confirmand will find the process of preparing for confirmation to be a way into the life of the parish and not a graduation from Church School. New adult relationships will be opened as sponsor and young adult explore the questions of faith that will arise during the coming months.

As a sponsor you will not be responsible for "teaching." As they are thinking of their lives, you will be asked to share some of your thoughts and questions. The most important thing that you and your child do is spend some time together in order to know each other more. How you spend this time is up to you. The meetings do not have to be long, but should be in a public area or with others nearby (following safe church guidelines). Meet over coffee at a local diner, bookstore or fast food restaurant. Please allow enough time for interaction. As this young person grows in the "knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord," he or she will learn much about your relationship to God and faith in Jesus while reflecting on their life of faith.

There will be an Enrollment of the Candidates for Confirmation on (date & time) in which you will formally sponsor your young person. Confirmation will be held on (date & time) at (parish, town) with The Right Reverend (name). Our parish will celebrate this occasion the following day at (time) on (date).
