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Creating a Liturgy
Writing a Collect
· Address - opening salutation to God 

· Ascription - naming God; ascribing to God certain qualities (this can be decided upon when studying the biblical texts of the day) 

· Request - asking for something that we would like God to do 

· Consequence - what we expect will be the result of our request (Please do this, so that . . .) 

· Doxology - a closing that reminds us of our relationship to God (a hymn of praise to the Holy Trinity) 

· Example:
.... God, You are .... We hope ... So that .... In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Writing a Eucharistic prayer

Must have the following prayers included: 

· Praise to God for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 

· Words of institution (words to God) of the Lord's Supper (based on I Corinthians 11:23-26) 

· Words of memorial (what we are remembering) 

· Invocation of the Holy Spirit (asking to be present in the bread & wine = body & blood) asking the Holy Spirit to be present in the Sacrament and the people's lives as they serve the Lord (this tends to be the most difficult part for children - they don't' seem to think it is necessary and have trouble understanding the concept - a doctrine the Church has been struggling with for ages!) 

· Concluding doxology 
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Writing Prayers of the People
Brainstorm what you wish to pray for - use the following categories to help organize thoughts: 

· The Universal Church, its members and mission 

· The nation and those in authority 

· The world 

· The local community 

· The departed 

· Those who suffer or are in trouble 

· Our own needs 

Compose short prayers and/or sentences combining thoughts from that what was brainstormed. Decide how the prayers will be presented: 

· All said by one person 

· Each person taking a line 

· How the congregation will respond: (ie: Lord, have mercy or by a different response to each prayer) 

Steps Toward Planning / Writing a Liturgy
1. Divide into as many groups as you would like (according to grade, age level, interest) and have each group be responsible for one of the following 

· Propers for the day: collect, Old & New Testament readings, Psalm, Gospel) 

· Hymns 

· Prayers of the People 

· Sermon / homily 

· Eucharistic Prayer 

2. Once lessons have been chosen, each group should have these to refer to in designing their part of the liturgy. Each group should do some bible study as to what particular lesson should be focused on, or a theme that they wish the entire liturgy to embrace. This means having groups come to a consensus so that all are working on the same idea. 

3. Hymn group - use Hymnal 1982, Lift Every Voice and Sing II, or Wonder, Love and Praise to find songs that are appropriate and complimentary to the lessons being read. 
4. Prayers of the People group - brainstorm and write - use lots of newsprint and edit frequently 

5. Sermon / homily - can take the form of a skit, readers' theatre, personal testimonies / thoughts & reflections on the Gospel or other lessons. This takes rehearsal and many weeks of preparation, especially if the group is going to write its own as opposed to using a pre-written drama. 

6. Eucharistic prayer - this too is a series of brainstorming of children's responses using lots of newsprint. Questions to ask to get kids thinking are: 

· Who is God? 

· What are you thankful for? 

· What has God done for us and the world? 

· Why are we here? 

· What do we do in church? 

· What are we remembering when we celebrate Eucharist? 

· What did Jesus do and say at the Last Supper? 

· What do we want to remember? 

· What do we want for the future? 

· How can we ask the spirit of God to be present with us? 

· Why are we doing this? 
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