Conversations with Scripture

Written in accessible language and sensitive to those who have little or no experience in reading
the Bible, each book in the series focuses on exploring the historical and critical background, as
well as how the biblical texts can speak to us today. Written by well known Biblical scholars in
association with The Anglican Association of Biblical Scholars.

Study guide at the end of each book offers groups a complete framework for discussion of the
text

Five chapters in each book make it an accessible text for a 5-6 week adult study.

Good for age high school and adults

= Conversations with Scripture: Revelation
u Frederick W. Schmidt

‘ List Price: $18.00

PAPERBACK , 144 pages, 6 x 9

W REVELATION

Roadmap, myth, or history? The Book of Revelation draws readers and

e repels them. It offers some people hope and instills fear in others. In
" E this volume of the new AABS series Frederick W. Schmidt, also the

el series editor, explores the approaches that have dominated the

interpretation of John’s Apocalypse and offers the reader an accessible
means of understanding and evaluating them. With this grounding in
hand, Schmidt explores how Revelation can shape our understanding of
God, and nurture our spiritual lives in unexpected ways.

Leaving behind left-behind theology, Schmidt offers instead an approach that allows this
obscure, almost opaque text to speak to us anew about God, faith, hope, and justice.

Books in this series, co-sponsored by the Anglican Association of Biblical Scholars, are written
in accessible language, sensitive to the needs of people who have little or no experience in
reading the Bible. Each book focuses on exploring the historical and critical background, as well
as how the biblical texts written centuries ago can still speak to readers today.

Conversations with Scripture: The Parables

William Brosend

List Price: $18.00

PAPERBACK , 144 pages, 6 x 9

From the very beginning, human beings have loved to listen to stories.
And Jesus loved to tell them. The parables are vivid, rich,arresting
stories that make us think and teach us lessons about our relationship
with God and others. From talents to mustard seeds, from shepherds to
Samaritans, Jesus used common reference points to teach important
truths.

But the parables are filled with ambiguity and room for interpretation.
With historical and cultural background, and careful scholarly detail,
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this book helps readers explore their beauty, richness, and joy.
Includes discussion questions and activities. Chapters are organized by parable types such as

Conversations with Scripture: The Law

seeking and growth.
._ Conversations with Scripture: The Law

Kevin A. Wilson
THELAW - List Price: $18.00
PAPERBACK , 144 pages , 6 x 9
Although the Ten Commandments have been the center of much recent
controversy in American politics, scripture contains many laws about
which Christians are perplexed. If the Bible contains laws, shouldn't
those laws be followed? What does the law that prohibits reaping a
harvest to the very edges of your field mean in modern times? Or, what
about God's prohibition, in Leviticus, not to round off the hair on your
temples or to mar the edges of your beard? The Decalogue and the Holiness Code in Leviticus
contain guidelines to ethical behavior that originally helped to shape a covenant community and
still have meaning for us today.
In the newest addition to the Conversations with Scripture series, Kevin Wilson offers fresh
insights into the meaning of the Law for today. In chapters that explore the Law in Exodus and
Leviticus, Wilson examines the historical and cultural contexts of these legal codes. He discusses
rituals such as sacrifice and rituals related to purification from defilement. Wilson demonstrates
the ways in which the temple priests used many of these laws as their own code of purity and
their own method of enforcing purity in the covenant community.
As with other books in the series, Wilson's book features definitions and sidebars in each chapter
on particular topics, as well as study questions.

Conversations with Scripture: The Gospel of Mark
Marcus J. Borg
List Price: $18.00
PAPERBACK , 144 pages, 5.5 x 8.5
Most Christians are familiar with the story told in Mark’s gospel-- from
the fishermen leaving their nets, to the miracle of the loaves and fishes,
to the political rumblings and the crucifixion. But no one knows who
“Mark” really was or why this gospel was written or why it’s charged
with such a sense of immediacy. For noted Jesus scholar Marcus Borg,
reading Mark is like “meeting Jesus again for the first time.” Individual
readers and parish study groups will learn about this earliest gospel
from the perspective of an important Anglican theologian.
Conversations with Scripture is the umbrella title of the Anglican Association of Biblical
Scholars Study Series. Written in accessible language and sensitive to those who have little or no
experience in reading the Bible, each book in the series focuses on exploring the historical and
critical background, plus modern application of the texts. Other books in the series focus on the
Gospel of John, Revelation, the Law, the Parables, and 2 Isaiah.
Kindle edition available




Conversations with Scripture: Acts of the Apostles
! C. K. Robertson
" List Price: $18.00
kA PAPERBACK , 160 pages, 6 x 9
ot As Luke’s “sequel,” the Acts of the Apostles serves as an ideal bridge
between the four Gospels and the Epistles, revealing a crucial part of
the Christian story. Here we follow the story of Jesus’ earliest followers
from their call to be his witnesses “to the ends of the earth,” through
their initial days of concord and numerical success, to the challenges
they faced as unfamiliar newcomers entered the scene. We discover the
leadership changes that resulted from these challenges, explore a
council’s response to the struggles, and meet the champion who,
against the odds, became the Church’s chief protagonist. Author C. K. Robertson presents a well-
researched, yet highly readable exploration of the Acts of the Apostles.

Conversations with Scripture: The Gospel of Luke

Frederick W. Schmidt

List Price: $18.00

PAPERBACK, 144 pages, 6 x 9

The best of therapy and spiritual direction begins with telling stories that
describe where we have been and where we are going. Luke is neither a
psychologist nor a spiritual director, but intuitively he understands the
importance of storytelling as the key to human growth, change, and healing.
Speaking to the crisis of faith faced by his church, Luke retells the story of
Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, and resurrection as a means of addressing the
spiritual struggles that resurface generation after generation. Touching on
issues of belonging, authority, tradition, behavior, and hope, Schmidt offers
a reading of Luke’s gospel that speaks to today’s reader.

§ Conversations with Scripture: 2 Isaiah
Y Stephen L. Cook
List Price: $18.00

T PAPERBACK , 176 pages, 6 x 9
m The God of Second Isaiah, the “Holy One of Israel,” is increasingly
e foreign to modern Anglicans, who are often uncomfortable with the

i L ”\] uncanny, fiery side of God. Unfortunately, this may leave Anglicans
: . frustrated both with God’s “non-rational” ways and with morality-
Fasa— centered Christianity.

The new research behind this book reveals Second Isaiah as priestly

temple literature, expert at the Holy and its coming dawn on earth.
Second Isaiah highlights priestly themes and quotes the temple texts to help readers approach
that which is utterly mysterious. To study this material is to rediscover the overwhelming,
absolute worth of God.




Conversations with Scripture: The Gospel of John
ﬁ Cynthia Kittredge

List Price: $18.00
PAPERBACK , 144 pages, 6 x 9
For contemporary Christians, John's Gospel is a paradox. On the one
hand, it stresses boundaries: No one comes to the Father except through
me, while on the other it stresses community: | have no longer called
you servants, but friends. Here, readers are encouraged to draw out the
tensions between these two perspectives to make the gospel more
meaningful to their lives.

CWRTHIA KITTHEDGE

Conversations with Scripture: Daniel
a Edmond F. Desueza and Judith Jones
List Price: $18.00
Daniel was written during a time when God’s people were struggling
to discern how to remain faithful, even as their lives were dominated
by the political and cultural forces of the Empire. Daniel’s central
themes have remained relevant ever since: the challenge of remaining
loyal to God despite the alternately seductive and threatening voices
of imperial powers; the indispensability of humility before God; the
perpetual problem of human arrogance and failure to recognize the
overarching power of God; the insatiable and life-denying human
thirst for power and control; and the call to find in God the source of
just, joyful and abundant living.

As people today try to make sense of a newly emerging global reality, Daniel continues to speak
an important word about faithful living. Who truly controls our lives? To what or whom do we
owe ultimate allegiance? To whom do the kingdom, the power and the glory belong? This book
invites readers to consider the questions that Daniel raises and then live out the answers.



