To:  
Rectors, Vestry Members, Stewardship Committees
From:  The Office of the Bishop
Re: 
Working toward partnering for wholeness and financial health
Date: 
August 22, 2007
As you know, our April, 2007 diocesan convention passed the “Canon for Parish Apportionment” and “Canon 14 – On Restoring Congregational Health”  (Copies are enclosed).  I believe each Vestry needs to create a plan, which will enable them to begin to live into these canons during the phase-in period.  Primary to each parish’s plan is Stewardship education.  It is difficult to adopt an attitude of living in abundance, trust in God, and healthy giving which reflects our gratitude for what God has given us, if we don’t have a strong foundation and knowledge of what it means to be a steward of the resources God has entrusted to us.  

To that end I am asking that you make every effort to be present at the Diocesan Stewardship Conference on Saturday, September 8, from 9:00am to 3:30pm at Grace Church, East Grand Rapids.  I believe this conference is the beginning of the journey of each parish to achieving or maintaining financial health, which will result in the financial health of the diocese.  Many of our parishes struggle to make ends meet, resulting in a maintenance mode of operating, which results in the same being true for our life together as a diocese.  

At my request, the registration deadline has been extended until September 5.  Phone registrations may be made by contacting Mr. Tom Perrin at 269-568-0140.  The only cost is $10.00/person to cover morning refreshments and lunch.
I hope to see you there.


+Robert
