Nominations for General Conventions Deputy - Clergy
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Rev. Gregory B. F. Brown, Rector — Emmanuel, Petoskey

Previous Church Work – General convention Deputy, 2006, Director of Youth Ministries, Cathedral Study Committee, and Diocesan Liturgical Committee.

Intent: I served the diocese as a deputy to General Convention in 2006, and was impressed and amazed at the experience, think that CC is the best and the worst that The Episcopal Church can be: I love the democratic nature and expression of diversity, but am challenged by the polarization, and by the pettiness and rants of extremists. I aim to be a listening and stabilizing spiritual presence there. I. am eager to see the past and present divisions in the church put to rest and so push the Church into the things that God is calling us to do and to be - especially as regards the Millennium Development Goals, I bring an eagerness to listen to all sides of the debate - in Columbus in 2006 I enthusiastically attended both the Integrity Eucharist as well as meetings of the American Anglican Network, trying to hear as many different perspectives before voting on the issues. I also bring a passion. for Hispanic ministry, having attended seminary in both Mexico City and New York City. I hope to be a part of developing Hispanic ministries in this diocese by connecting us to the national church. I bring a rare experience in theological training in two different provinces of the Anglican Communion. It is my hope to continue to serve at the diocesan level, and hope to serve both our diocese and church at the national level in the areas of outreach, mission, and cross-cultural experiences. I still feel that I am at the beginning of my church career, and yet have a variety of skills to offer on behalf of our diocese to the Church.

Biographical Sketch: I graduated from Michigan State University in 1989 with a B. S. in Biology. I taught school for eight years, first in Florida and then in East Grand Rapids before beginning Seminary.  I am married to Cathy, and we have three daughters, ages 8, 6 and 4. I have been involved in the Diocese for 23 years, which includes many years on the Commission of Youth Ministries (with two years as the Diocesan Director of Youth Ministries) and many years at our Episcopal Summer Camps. I have a passion for connecting the Church to the world, and for ecumenical relations. I was baptized Catholic and confirmed Episcopal in 1993, entering discernment at the same time. I benefit from several years of Family Systems Theory which helps me to maintain objectivity even in the middle of contentious issues. This may explain why I serve as a high school soccer referee in the spring and fall: I can keep a level head even when people are yelling at me...that has to be a plus. I was ordained in 2001 and have served first as Rector, first in Grand Ledge, and now In Petoskey. We love to travel and experience different cultures, and at the last General Convention I paid special attention to the Committee on World Mission. I see that as something that I hope to be a part of in West Michigan.
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The Rev. Kathleen Kingslight – Rector of St. Barnabas Church, Portage in the St. Joseph Deanery

Current PARISH Committees, Offices

Rector of St. Barnabas Episcopal Church 1997, Oblate in the Order of St. Benedict, Mt. St. Benedict, Erie PA 1998, Certified Spiritual Director through the Dominican Center Grand Rapids, MI, Doctoral Candidate in Congregational Development, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary 2003 
Current DIOCESAN I PROVINCIAL I NATIONAL CHURCH Committees, Offices

Deputy to General Convention, Columbus OH, 2006, Alternate Deputy to General Convention, Minneapolis, MN, 2003, Cursillo Clergy Leadership in the Dioceses of Western Michigan, Texas, Rio Grande New Mexico, Recent recipient of a Lily Foundation Grant for Ongoing Renewal of Clergy in Active Ministry

Previous CHURCH Work (Diocesan, Parish, National)

Executive Council for the Diocese of Western Michigan 1998- 2003, Chair of the St. Joseph Deanery 1998- 2003, Diocesan Chaplain for the Daughter’s of the King 2000-2006, Clergy Leadership Project, Trinity Church, Wall Street, NY, 2000- 2004

STATEMENT OF INTENT

We are standing at a challenging time in the history of our Church. The questions proliferate and we struggle with the answers we read. It seems that the Episcopal Church is living out in the public eye the paradigmatic shift that is affecting the entire world. As we move from the perspective of the Enlightenment model of thought into a Post Modern one we question: Where are we going as a National Church? Will we stand in unity with the Anglican Communion, or as a church divided?

I have just returned from a three month sabbatical where I spent the majority of that time living with the poor of Mexico and learning both a new language and culture. During those months of renewal I had lots of time to reflect upon the issues of our church framed within the context of a foreign land. The majority of the people of Mexico working blue collar jobs wage earn $5.50 a day, yes, that’s $5.50 for a 12 hour day of hard labor. When a family struggles to have clean water to drink, nutritious food, a roof over their heads, and the love of family surrounding them,

The Rev. Jennifer Adams – Grace, Holland Lakeshore Deanery
Current DIOCESAN / PROVINCIAL / NATIONAL CHURCH Committees, Offices

Ecclesiastical Court, Western Michigan

Previous CHURCH Work (Diocesan, Parish, National)

General Convention Deputy in ‘01, 03, ‘06 Co-Chair of Deputation in ‘06

Member of National Commission on Ministry Development 200 1-2006

National Church Committees of General Convention: Christian Education and Formation 2003, Ministry 2006

Standing Committee Western Michigan 2000-2006

Commission on Ministry Western Michigan 1994-1999, Chair COM 1996-1998

Member Gathering the Next Generation ‘96-2002

Bishops Search Committee, Western Michigan

Umbrella Committee on Christian Education and Formation 1995-1998

Camp Chaplain, Western Michigan

Brief biography

I am a cradle Episcopalian who grew up in the Detroit area, went to Kalamazoo College. was sponsored for ordination by the Diocese of Western Michigan and attended seminary in Berkeley, California. I am extremely grateful for the opportunities I’ve been given to serve our Church, both locally, in our Diocese and also on the national level. The people and the challenges I have met in Commissions and at previous Conventions have deepened my faith and grown my understandings of what it means to serve God’s people. ft is out of very genuine love and respect that I hope to serve as Deputy during this critical time in our life as Episcopal Church.
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Richard R. Swanson – Rector at St. Paul’s, Dowagiac
As a lifelong Episcopalian, I continue to fall in love with God when the Church gathers for worship, when we break bread in fellowship and when we seek to be Christ’s hand in the world.  I seek to live out my ministry as a baptized Christian through the priesthood and am I committed to spiritual growth and justice.  As a convention delegate, I would bring a voice of rural and small town issues to the floor, as well as the experience of ministry in a part-time setting.  My passion for youth and children, desire for open dialogue and reconciliation, together with my quest to hear the Spirit of God as expressed through the person of Jesus Christ, would guide me as I am faced with weighty concerns of the Church.  

Ministry experience: current rector of St. Paul’s Parish in Dowagiac; previously having served St. Peter’s Church in Morristown, New Jersey, (Diocese of Newark) as Associate for Youth and Family Ministry and St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley, Los Olivos, California (Diocese of Los Angels) as curate. Parish work has included pastoral ministry with youth and families, program development for youth and children, and parish administration and leadership, ecumenical relations and congregational development, Diocesan Commission on Christian Formation. Prior to seminary; campus ministry (California State University, Northridge, and UCLA, Celebrate! 94 steering committee), Diocesan Ecumenical Commission, and the Commission on Liturgy and Music. 

[image: image4.jpg]



The Rev. Susan S. York – Vicar at Church of the Holy Spirit, Belmont
Current DIOCESAN / PROVINCIAL / NATIONAL CHURCH Committees, Offices

Vice Chair of Diocesan Executive Council, Alternate Deputy to General Convention – 2006, Member of Spiritual Team and Cursillo Weekends

Previous CHURCH Work (Diocesan, Parish, National)

Clergy Alternate to General Convention 2003 and 2006, Anti Racism Team, Member of the Commission on Ministry 2001-2005, Congregational Development Committee

Brief Biography

I serve as Vicar of Church of the Holy Spirit in Belmont, Michigan.  We are a Mission Parish and have been in existence since 2003.  Prior to this appointment, I was Assistant Rector at St. Andrew’s in Grand Rapids, Michigan and Director of Pastoral Care at Spectrum Health, Grand Rapids.

Served on the Commission on Ministry for 4 years, the Anti Racism Team.  I have been a Clergy Alternate to the past two General Conventions.  I would be honored to serve on the Diocese as a Deputy to General Convention.  I feel that I have the Experience and desire to represent our diocese during this most critical time in the life of the Church.
Nominations for General Conventions Deputy – Lay

Pamela Chapman, member of St. Philip’s Church, Grand Rapids
Current Parish Committees, Offices 

Lay Reader, Asst. to President John M. Burgess Wellness Center, Episcopal Church Women  Vice President, Health Ministry Cabinet

Current Diocesan / Provincial / National Church Committees, Offices
Anti-Racism Team Co Facilitator, Chair Grand Valley Deanery, Delegate to Province 5, Standing Committee on Health

Previous Church Work (Diocesan, Parish, National)

Deputy to General Convention, President Episcopal Church  Women Board, Vestry, Standing Commission on National Concerns

Parish

Member of St. Philip’s Grand Rapids, Served on the Vestry, held all offices, Episcopal Church Women  held  office of President, Vice President and Secretary, Union Of Black Episcopalian,
Asst. to President  John M. Burgess Wellness Center Board(Health Ministry of St. Philip’s)

Diocese:

Companions in Mission Chairperson, Delegate to Synod, General Convention Deputy, Union of Black Episcopalians, Anti-Racism Team Co-Facilitator, Grand Valley Deanery Chairperson

Executive Council, Dispatch of Business for Diocesan Convention

Province 5

Member of Synod served on the Executive Board, Served on Program Unit of Justice Ministries, Anti-Racism Workshop Leader, Union of Black Episcopalians Regional Director

National

Standing Commission on National Concerns, Standing Commission on Health, Union of Black Episcopalians National Board, Community Relations Liaison for Spectrum Health Heart Reach Program, Co Chairperson for the Association of Community Health Workers (National Organization).
Mother of Sandra Michele

Gerry Stackhouse, member of St. Mark’s, Paw Paw

Current Parish Committees, Offices
Senior Warden, Choir, Worship Leader, Lector, Lay Eucharistic Minister, Building Committee, Lay Eucharistic visitor, Co-chair Finance Committee, Chair Landscape Committee, Chaplain Interview/search Committee.
Current Diocesan / Provincial / National Church Committees, Offices
Deacon’s Board – Oakerhater Deacon’s School, Lay Delegate Diocesan Convention, Alternate Deputy General Convention – 2006, Resolutions Committee
Previous Church Work (Diocesan, Parish, National)

Diocesan Insurance Committee, Executive Council 51/2 years, Commission on Ministry, Catechist, Bishop Search Committee, alter Guild, Co-chair mission 2000 + (early Building Committee), Sunday School Teacher, and Youth Group Leader.

Brief Biography

Gerry grew up in California, spent 1 year in Georgia, and 61/2 years in Alabama.  She moved to Michigan in 1972 and has been here ever since.  She has attended St. Mark’s, Paw Paw her whole time in Michigan.  Gerry taught high school in Alabama.

Gerry has also been active outside the church.  She was a 4-H Leader, in multiple project areas for 31 years.  She was the Superintendent of the Dog Show at the Van Buren County Youth Fair for 28 years.

Gerry enjoys working with kids and is currently employed as a Probation Officer for Van Buren County Family Court.  She admits this is more of a challenge than working with 4-H kids.

Gerry feels she learned a great deal as an alternate, and she wants to use that knowledge at the next General Convention.

Anna J. Cushman – member of St. Barnabas, Portage, St. Joseph Deanery

Current PARISH Committees, Offices

Vestry 2 .Chair, Peace & Justice Committee, Chalice bearer; Lector; and Eucharistic Visitor, Provisional Member Order of St. Luke

Current DIOCESAN / PROVINCIAL / NATIONAL CHURCH Committees, Offices

Chair, St. Joseph Deanery, Executive Council (beginning 2nd term at this convention), Diocesan Finance Committee 

Previous CHURCH Work (Diocesan, Parish, National)

Parishes in Partnership Committee, Elected 1st Alternate to 2006 General Convention, Chair, Cathedral Study Committee, Anti-Racism Task Force and original Anti-Racism Team, Completed 4 years of Education for Ministry (EDM), Served as Sr. Warden in two parishes – one in another Diocese

I was born in Northwestern Pennsylvania and received my bachelor’s degree from Ohio University. After four years in New York City, I immigrated to Canada and attended McGill University where I received my Master’s Degree. I also studied at the University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, but did not complete my doctorate. I have resided in Western Michigan since 1981. At this time I am a self employed medical transcriptionist.  I also serve on the Board of Directors of CARES (Community AIDS Resource and Education Services) and am the Treasurer.  Memberships: Episcopal AIDS Coalition, Episcopal Peace Fellowship, Integrity, Order of St. Luke (Provisional)
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William Fleener Jr. – Chancellor of the Diocese and member of Trinity, Grand Ledge

Current Parish Committees, Offices

Search Committee, Annual Meeting Secretary

Current Diocesan/Provincial/National Church Committees, Offices

Chancellor, Deputy to General Convention, Cathedral Corporation

Previous Church Work (Diocesan, Parish, National)

Deputy or alternate to last 3 General Conventions, Standing Committee on constitution and Canons, Vestry at St. David’s, Lansing, and St. Luke’s, Kalamazoo
I have lived most of my life as a member of the diocese of Western Michigan. I am continually thankful for the youth programs that made church a part of my life in my teens and early twenties. Youth programs gave me a chance to serve in leadership positions in the Diocese. Serving in positions in the Diocese continues to be very important to me. I have served as Chancellor of the diocese for 13 years. In this position, I am awed by the work of people on behalf of their local parish, the diocese and the national church. I have also served on vestries in my two previous parishes in the Diocese. I am currently co-chair of the search committee at Trinity Grand Ledge where my family and I attend church.

I have served as a deputy or alternate to three General Conventions. Being a part of the democratic representative governance of our church is humbling. Seeing nearly 1000 people gather to set direction for the church is a sight to behold. I served for six years on the National Standing Committee on Constitution and Canons. This time gave me a working knowledge of the operations of the national church and increased my ability to understand and interpret the canons. With my experience I feel I am able to better serve the Diocese as a deputy and I hope to be allowed to continue that service.
Standing Committee – Clergy

Meredith Hunt – Rector at St. John’s, Sturgis

Nomination for Standing Committee –

Current Parish Committees - Rector, St. John’s, Sturgis

Current Diocesan/Provincial/National Church Committees

No current committees, Participate in Bishop’s Bible Study, Participate in Fresh Start, Participate as Clergy Delegate to Diocesan Convention

Previous Church Work (Diocese/Parish/National)

Ordained Deacon 1974! Priest 1977, Board Certified Chaplain since 1983, endorsed by Bishop of Armed Forces, Masters Addiction Counselor since 1982, Chaplain and lifetime member of Order of St. Luke, Spiritual Director - numerous occasions - for Cursillo and Vocare, Alpha Course leader 20 times, Addiction Consultant to Bishop of Michigan, Committee for Nomination of Bishop of Michigan (when Stewart Wood was elected), Chairperson of Commission on Alcoholism - Diocese of Michigan in the 1090’s, Nominee for Bishop of Diocese of Northern Michigan 1999

Standing Committee -  Lay

Sarah Loomis – Trinity Church,  Marshall MI

Eastern Deanery

Current PARISH Committees, Offices

Worship Committee, Chairperson, Trinity Focus Group, Steering Committee

Congregational Development Program, Director of Lay Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors, and lectors.

Current DIOCESAN I PROVINCIAL / NATIONAL CHURCH Committees, Offices

Diocesan Consulting Team

Previous CHURCH Work (Diocesan, Parish, National)

Church School Superintendent, Vestry and Sr. Warden, Commission on Ministry.

Born (1947) and raised in Coldwater MI., and affiliated with the Presbyterian Church. Joined the Episcopal Church in 1973 at Trinity, Marshall and have remained an active member. Served as Church School Superintendent, Sr. Warden, licensed lay Preacher, Worship Committee Chairperson, Search Committee Chairperson, Healing and Prayer Group Leader, and Steering Committee for Trinity Focus Group.

Joined the Diocesan Consulting Team in 1995 and have been active as a facilitator for Mutual Ministry Reviews. The Review has become a ministry for me in which I have the opportunity to work directly with parishes within our diocese. My main focus is to help the Leaders of the parish (rector and vestry) participate in a healthy and efficient evaluation process that will bring them together as a Leadership Team, able to define their clear vision and goals for a shared parish ministry. It has been a blessing to be invited into a parish and to see them as a part of the Body of Christ; how they care for one another and serve the Church.

