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PROPOSED CANON CHANGE

THE DIOCESE OF WESTERN MICHIGAN

Deletion of Title I, Canon 6, in its entirety

Sponsor:
Standing Committee


CANON 6 OF THE CATHEDRAL/DIOCESAN CENTER
CANON 6 OF THE CATHEDRAL/DIOCESAN CENTER" \f C \l "3" 

Section 1. NAME AND LOCATION
The Cathedral of the Diocese shall be known as the Cathedral of Christ the King, and located in the City of Portage, Kalamazoo County, Michigan 49024.

Section 2. TITLE AND PROPERTY
Title to the Cathedral site, building, appurtenances, and memorial endowment funds shall be vested in a non-profit corporation, organized under the laws of Michigan for that purpose, which shall manage the same, subject to all consistent provisions elsewhere contained in the Canons of this diocese and in the Canons of the General Convention.

Section 3. ORGANIZATION
The Cathedral Corporation shall consist of the following persons who are adult communicants in good standing resident within the Diocese:

a)
The Bishop, who shall be president;

b)
The Bishop Coadjutor, if any;

c)
The Bishop Suffragan. if any;

d)
The Dean of the Cathedral, if any;

e)
The other Canons to the Ordinary, if any;

f)
The Bursar of the Corporation;

g)
The Chancellor of the Diocese;

h)
The President of the Standing Committee;

i)
Twelve  persons,  clerical  or  lay,  appointed  by the  Bishop  and  confirmed  by  the Convention, 


four to be so appointed  each  year  to serve for three-year terms, except that initially four shall be 


appointed for three years, four for two years, and four for one year; and

j)
A member elected by the congregation at the Cathedral to serve for a term of three years.

The persons composing the Cathedral Corporation shall annually elect a Board of Trustees, to be known as the Cathedral Chapter, having such number, qualifications, classifications, and term of office as may be fixed by the Statutes adopted and from time to time amended by the persons composing the Cathedral Corporation.

Section 4. QUALIFICATIONS
No person not an adult communicant in good standing and adhering and submitting to the Constitution and Canons of the Church known in law as the Episcopal Church in the United States of America, in the Diocese of Western Michigan, shall become or remain a member, trustee or officer in the Cathedral Corporation.

Section 5. CONGREGATION
The relationship to the diocese of any congregation organized for worship in the Cathedral shall be governed by the Canons of this diocese relating to congregations in union with the Convention, including, but not limited to representation by a lay delegate or delegates to the Convention.

Any congregation organized for worship in the Cathedral, under such arrangements as shall be made with the Cathedral Corporation or its agency, shall be a congregation in all respects including but not limited to:

a)
The right to incorporate;

b)
The right to provide for its own pastoral leadership;

c)
The right to hold title to personal property, except as otherwise provided in these 
Canons; and

d)    
The right to determine its own program and ministry.

Section 6. ACCESS
Under any agreement between a congregation organized for worship in the Cathedral and the Cathedral Corporation, the Bishop shall have the right to use of the building and the right to preach and preside at the celebration of the sacraments at the Bishop’s discretion.

Rationale:
Consistent with resolutions passed at Diocesan Conventions, (See Res. C 2004, Res. 1 2005).  Executive Council has voted to sell the property at 2600 Vincent Ave.  The building has been designated as the Cathedral of our Diocese and has been the home to the Parish Church of Christ the King for many years.  However, now that a sale will take place it is incumbent on Convention to amend the Canons of the Diocese so that the building is no longer the Cathedral.  It would not be acceptable to have the building still be canonically our Cathedral after it is sold.  In addition, since the Building will no longer be the Cathedral there is no further requirement for a Cathedral Corporation.
