February 19, 2007
A Call to Convention
Dear People of God,

When we gather on April 20 and 21in Muskegon for the 133rd Annual Convention of The Diocese of Western Michigan, please be mindful that we gather as a Diocesan Community.  Because we are a community of faith, we come together with the expectation that we will encounter the Risen Jesus in our worship and in one another.  We also come together with the expectation that the Holy Spirit speaks not only through prayer, worship, and our sacred story, but also in the legislative processes of the Church.

Our Diocesan Convention gives us the opportunity to see beyond our local situations and faith communities.  It provides us with the motivation and the mechanism to move beyond ourselves (our fears and lack of trust) to real community, understanding that resources, financial and human, are distributed to those with the greatest needs.  Being in community requires that our own needs and desires be sacrificed for the greater good.  
Community demands that we resist the urge to consider ourselves and our local situations first, so that the Church can flourish as a whole and the Gospel proclaimed for the greatest benefit.
In order to achieve the community characteristics listed above, we must spend time in prayer and meditation, each working diligently toward greater intimacy with God.

So, as I call you to the 133rd Convention of the Diocese, I beg you to be mindful that we are community.  I urge you to be at prayer asking God to help you to see the “greater good.”  I ask you to enter into a state of humility, which calls us out of ourselves and helps us to recognize God’s hand at work in all that we do.  I implore you to trust that God has a plan for us that includes our health and encourages our proclamation of the Gospel, “That God may be glorified in all things.” (Rule of St. Benedict 57:9)
Faithfully,

The Rt. Rev. Robert R. Gepert

VIII, Western Michigan
