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PROPOSED CANON CHANGE

THE DIOCESE OF WESTERN MICHIGAN

Amendment to Title I, Canon 5, Section 1

Sponsor:
Pam Fenno, St. Barnabas, Portage


Section 1. Composition

The Executive Council shall be composed of the Bishop, a member of the Standing committee, the President of the Episcopal Church Women, [a designated youth representative,] the Chairperson of each Deanery Convocation, and two additional persons nominated by each Deanery and elected by Annual Convention.  [The Bishop shall have the authority to appoint the designated youth representative on an annual basis or as vacancies arise.]  Each Deanery Delegation to Executive Council must include at least one lay person and at least one member of the clergy.  The Chancellor and the Treasurer shall be ex-officio members of the Executive Council without vote.

Rationale:
The vision of the Diocese states, “We are committed to establishing a strong youth ministry. We will do so by inviting and welcoming all into our midst, nourishing them in their spiritual growth and supporting them as they minister in Christ's name.”  Having a youth presence on Executive Council furthers our living into this vision.
