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PROPOSED CANON CHANGE

THE DIOCESE OF WESTERN MICHIGAN

Amendment to Title I Canon 8 Section 3.

Sponsor: Parishes in Partnership Committee

The entire current Section 3 would be deleted and replaces with the language below.

Section 3. Canon for Parish Apportionment

The Program and Budget of the Diocese, including its obligation to the Episcopal Church, shall be funded by an annual apportionment of each parish based on its Net Operating Income.  This income shall be the total operating income as shown on the most current annual Parochial Reports.

A parish may use as its Net Operating Income for this formula the average of the last three Parochial Reports, or the most recent Parochial Report, whichever is the smaller amount.

A parish may then deduct from this amount the actual dollar amount of apportionment funds paid to the Diocese in the preceding year.  This is the figure upon which the new apportionment is to be based.

The apportionment formula is as follows:


10% of the first $75,000   
($1 - $75,000)


12% of the second $75,000
($75,001 - $150,000)


14% of the third $75,000
($150,001 - $225,000)


16% of any amount above $225,001

This apportionment shall be paid in twelve equal monthly payments.

Should a parish believe it needs time to live into this new apportionment plan, it may take up to five years to do so, increasing its support of the Diocese proportionately each year.

The Diocesan office will inform each parish of its apportionment in a timely manner.  Each parish will then have a maximum of 45 days to respond in writing.  If a parish believes itself to be unable to meet the apportionment it must indicate in writing why that is so. The Apportionment Review Committee will then contact the Rector/Senior Warden to meet with them and to connect them with those groups in the Diocese that are prepared to offer assistance.

If a parish will not work in good faith with the Apportionment Review Committee and the supportive groups within the Diocese, with the goal of strengthening the parish and meeting the apportionment goal, the Bishop and the Standing Committee will have the option of prescribing a course of action for the health of the parish.

Rationale:

See attached Letter to the Diocese from the Parishes in Partnership Committee

