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(adopted by the Bishop with the consent of the Standing Committee) 
 

In the past, romantic relationships between single clerics and other single persons with whom the 
cleric has a pastoral relationship have not always been defined as sexual exploitation. There are a 
number of priests, for example, who are married to persons who were parishioners in a parish in 
which they have served. Nevertheless, such relationships are always complex and subject to later 
interpretation. While they may appear consensual, these relationships may not truly be mutual 
because of the imbalance of power between the cleric and the parishioner. Similar relationships 
are recognized as inappropriate by members of other professions, such as doctors and therapists. 
A cleric cannot be both priest and suitor at the same time. Thus, in a single clergy parish a 
parishioner dating a cleric loses his or her priest. If the relationship between the parishioner and 
the cleric ends, the parishioner may feel ill-treated. Regardless of the outcome of the 
relationship, the parish may be harmed by secrecy surrounding the relationship or by the sense of 
ownership and responsibility accompanying even a relationship that results in marriage. 
 
Any cleric contemplating a relationship with a person with whom the cleric has a pastoral 
relationship is advised to seek discernment in the Christian community. This includes 
consultation with the Bishop or a person appointed by the Bishop and with representatives of the 
parish or other place of ministry. In addition, care must be taken in such situations that pastoral 
care for the parishioner is available from another priest. If a complaint is made regarding such a 
relationship, this Diocese will investigate it according to these procedures. 
 


