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CALL TO CONVENTION
 

The 138th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Western Michigan

Park Place Hotel, Traverse City – April 20-21, 2012

                        


           Date: 
January 24, 2012
 
                    Subject: 
Diocesan Convention

  
                       From: 
Mary McGuire, Secretary of Convention  [image: image2.png]



 
                           To: 
Clergy of the Diocese and Elected Delegates

 

In accordance with the Canons of the Diocese of Western Michigan (Title I, Canon 2, Section 3), you are hereby notified of the 138th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Western Michigan, which will be held in Traverse City, Michigan on Friday April 20 -Saturday April 21, 2012, the Right Reverend Robert R. Gepert presiding. 

 

THEME
“Healthy Communities: God’s Mission and the Common Good”

Rev. Canon Timothy Dombek will be our preacher and keynote speaker.  
LOCATION
The Convention will be held at the Park Place Hotel, Traverse City, Michigan.  Convention convenes at 10:00 am Friday.  
COMMUNICATION
To conserve resources, all communications about Convention will be shared via email distribution and/or will be placed on the Diocesan Website www.edwm.org.  (Parish Office, please pass this letter along to your delegates when you elect them.)  If you do not have access to a computer, check with a relative, someone from your parish, or your parish office.  It is our hope that electronic communication will facilitate a more efficient Convention process.
FORMS

All forms are to be filled out online and submitted to the Diocesan Office by the due date noted.  Please read the instructions on each form carefully.  The forms can all be accessed from the Diocesan website.  
· Registration Form – 

· Online registration opens January 25
· Early-Bird Registration (submitted by February 5) will be at a reduced cost 
· Regular Registration (submitted after February 5) will be closed on March 19
· Vestry Form – must be submitted by February 5 

· Delegate Form –  must be submitted by February 5
· Resolutions Form – must be submitted by February 19

· Canon changes – must be submitted by February 19 to the Canons Committee (wspaid@edwm.org). There is no form for canon changes, so email the current canons with suggested changes marked.
· Exhibitor Form – must be submitted by March 25 
· Nominations Form – must be submitted by April 8
PAYMENT

A registration form must be submitted for each person attending, (including spouses/partners.).  However, each parish is to send in one check as payment for all their delegates, alternates, and clergy.  No registrations are complete until payment has been received.

Guests and people not associated with a parish are to register and pay individually.  You will not be officially registered until payment is received.  All registrations and payment are due March 18, 2012. 
ACCOMMODATIONS
It will be the responsibility of each parish to make its own accommodation arrangements.  A block of rooms is being held at the Park Place Hotel at a discounted rate of $89.95 plus tax and local assessment fees.  This special price is available only until March 19, after which the prevailing rate will be charged.  Please contact the hotel directly for room reservations (231) 946-5000, www.park-place-hotel.com.  
CHILDCARE 
Child care will be provided for preschool age children of Delegates and Alternates during the business sessions.  Please check the box on the registration form to reserve child care. Parents of children will need to provide their own snacks, bottles, bottle warmer, toys, and blankets.  Deadline for requesting childcare is March 18, 2012.
RESOLUTIONS AND NOMINATIONS 
See the resolution form and nomination forms for their individual deadlines.
I look forward to seeing you at convention.

