Stewardship University: Fostering Generosity Through Gratitude

Stewardship is one topic in which few (if any) clergy received any serious instruction or studied in depth in seminary. Then, once clergy arrive in the parish, they typically are too busy to find the time to make a serious study of a subject that is far more important to the spiritual health—as well as financial health—of a congregation than most of us might think. For true stewardship is a mentality, a way of life, and a most effective approach to dedicated, life-long Christian formation.

Created in 2008 by the Rev. Canon Timothy Dombek, Canon to the Ordinary in The Diocese of Arizona (and formerly of The Diocese of Northern Indiana), Stewardship University arose out of a need for diocesan-wide education on effective methods of stewardship for congregations. During the past three years, “Stew U” has continued to grow in its appeal and effectiveness in truly helping congregations look at stewardship differently and having it make a difference through increased awareness and financial support of the life transforming mission happening in congregations. Stew U has also been presented in the Diocese of El Camino Real, California, during the Spring of 2010.
What does a Stewardship University Day look like? Well, it begins at 10 am in a given location and concludes at about 4 pm. The topics covered include: 

· What is True Stewardship?

· Effective Methods of Asking

· Who Gives What? Looking At Giving Patterns in the USA

· What Motivates People To Give?

· Planned Giving: Giving With Heart and Soul

· It’s not Just About Money: Spiritual Gifts

· Enhancing Your Hospitality: If Starbuck’s Can Do It, Why Can’t We?

among others topics that get discussed throughout the day.

Why should you try to reinvent the wheel, or use your precious time to do all this research and study when someone has done it for you and presents it at Stewardship University?

Who should attend Stewardship University? All clergy in congregations need to know this material, and so does anyone on a Stewardship committee, Wardens, Vestry and Bishop’s Committee members especially, Treasurers—basically any one who would like to learn what effective stewardship looks like and how to foster that mentality, that spirit, in your congregation.

Stewardship University is being offered for the first time in the Diocese of Northern Indiana on Saturday, May 21 from 10 am to 4 pm at Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church, 53720 Ironwood Drive, South Bend, IN 46635. The cost to attend is only $15 per person, which includes lunch, plus the usual round of brain food snacks and tasty caffeine, and lots of free (to you) resources —a deal at twice the price! 
To register yourself and members of your congregation, call (574) 243-0632, or send an email to: rector@stmic.org  Please include the name of your congregation, the total number and names of all attendees in your group, and the total cost (# in party x $15). Make checks payable to St. Michael’s and All Angels; they will take cash, as well!

Why not give your church and its clergy and lay leaders the latest thinking and teaching on stewardship that will make a transformative difference in the life of your congregation? Sign up to attend Stewardship University today! 
