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be with him! Welcome to the
created all things and all of it is
up makes a difference. And, all
Your Holiness. Hope you have
good and necessary: trees and
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boldly speaking to the issue of
air and fish of the seas, spiders
make the difference between
climate justice in your recent
and snakes and all that creeps
a dying world and a thriving
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gardless of creed or color; whether
two-legged or four or eight legged,
winged or finned, plant or animal.
“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” Psalm 24:1.
Pope Francis is inviting the world
to embrace this vital and ultimate
truth. He is inviting us to recognize we are all connected, one to
another and each one to the earth
and that dwells upon it. Do we recognize this truth? Do we accept it?

actively neglecting the inherent
relationship we have with the earth
forgetting we are made of the earth
and shall eventually return to it. To
abuse the world is to abuse ourselves. To neglect the earth is to
neglect ourselves. To disrespect
creation is to disrespect the creator.

The question with which we must
struggle is: “What is our relationship with the world? Do we have
dominion over it? Or do we have
stewardship over it. Are we owners or stewards? Do we respect
creation or not? To disrespect it is
to disrespect God and each other.
Are God’s blessings for humanity
only or for all living creatures? How
we understand our relationship
with the world will dictate how we
act within in, act with it.

Perhaps we have an environmental crisis because we have a
spiritual crisis. We’ve lost our need
for God, lost our reliance on God,
because we have so very much.
We’ve sold our soul to the God’s
of capitalism and consumerism
making us shallow and unreflective. We worship profits and comfort. We value wants over needs.
We strive for ourselves only. We
neglect the poor. We chastise the
least, the last, the losers. We have
an environmental crisis because
we have a spiritual crisis. We have
made ourselves God and the world
is suffering as a result.

Most evidence suggests we disrespect and ignore our responsibility

Today, our Jewish sisters and
brothers, celebrate their holiest

day of the year, Yom Kippur, the
day of Atonement. Yom Kippur
is a day of repentance, a day of
seeking God’s forgiveness for sins
committed. We began this vigil
acknowledging the ways we have
failed to respect the earth and all
of creation. This is atonement. This
is an act of repentance and it is
a good start. To repent means to
change direction, to turn around,
to go in another direction. Change
direction, my friends. Make this
Climate Justice Vigil a rallying cry
of repentance, a call to change
how we relate to God’s creation.
See yourselves as caretakers not
owners recognizing all the world’s
inhabitants are affected by our
actions and remember we are of
the earth, formed of it, filled with it,
intimately connected to it.
We are walking on holy ground –
everywhere we go. The world is
holy and good filled with exquisite
beauty, a priceless blue diamond
unique and precious and oh so
very fragile. Walk gently.
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